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This Newsletter
is a publication
of the Geelong &
District SubBranch of the
Vietnam Veterans Association
of Australia

On 19 August this year, the
Member fo r Geelong, Ian
Tresize MP, had the following
to say about the GDVVAA
and Vietnam Vet eran’s Day
2008. M r Tresiz e has b een a
regular attendee at our annual
memorial service and w e
thank him for his show of
support.

Tuesday, 19 August 2008
ASSEM BLY

IN SID E
TH IS I SSU E:

Your Committee

Mr TREZISE (Geelong) Last Sunday, 17 August, it
was a pleasure for me, together with the member for
Lara, to attend the annual
Vietnam veterans memorial
service held at Osborne Park
in Geelong. This year approximately 70 Geelongbased Vietnam veterans
marched to the memorial
with more than 200 people
in attendance to show their
support. The memorial service is organised each year
by the Geelong and district
sub-branch of the Vietnam
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Veterans Association of
Australia. The master of
ceremonies for the service
was Bernard Clancy, whilst
sub-branch president M ick
M utton welcomed people to
the service. Guest speaker
was Colonel Bruce M urray
of Fort Queenscliff, and the
national anthem was once
again beautifully sung by
Hannah Pearson, daughter of
Vietnam vet Colin Pearson.
The bugler for the proceedings was Christina Bowden,
and the march was ably led
by the Geelong RSL Pipes
and Drums with lone piper
Dale Keating. Salvation
Army chaplain Laurie Parks,
himself a Vietnam veteran,
led the prayers.

and badminton, and a number of social events, including the annual dinner preceding the memorial service. I
take this opportunity to congratulate the Geelong and
District Vietnam Veterans
Association of Australia for
its important work and to
commend president M ick
Mutton and his committee
for their personal efforts and
the support they provide in
assisting their fellow Vietnam
veterans. It is a job well
done. Lest we forget.

Of course the Geelong subbranch does far more than
organise the memorial service. The sub-branch of the
Vietnam vets raises more
than $6 000 a year, with
much of that being donated
to the important work of the
Geelong Veterans Welfare
Centre. In addition, the subbranch provides regular
newsletters for members and
organises monthly events,
such as bushwalking, tennis

Forthcoming Events
•

Trip to Yarrawonga 7-17 November (see details inside)

•

Trip to Mallacoota

•

Christmas Break-up Barbeque Sunday 14 December—Grounds of Osborne House
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Postal Address….

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia Geelong & District Sub-Branch

PO Box 484
GEELONG VIC 3220

Honour The Dead And Fight Like Hell For The Living

Visit Us At……..

President
Clancy House

Committee

Michael (M ic k) Mutton
03 5244 0580
0142 709 223
mic kmutton@tpg.com.au

St John of God Hospital
80 Myers St
Geelong

Or Contact Us At…….

Vice President 1

Ph 5222 6003
Ph 5222 8931

Bernard Clancy
03 5256 2633
0408 367 921
clancybc@bigpond.com

Fax 5222 5566
secretary@geelong.vvaavic.org.au

Alan Woodyard 03 5282 2054 / 0401050 008
Gary Ryan 5244 0732 / 0400 862 727
Jocelyn McMillan
Lyn Den Besten
Les Fuller 5250 4774 / 0428 571 623
John Glover

Vice President 2

Or
president@geelong.vvaavic.org.au

Patron

Geoff M iles
03 5241 4683
0439434 683
geoffrey miles@hotmail.co m

Secretary

Edward (Ted) Heffernan
M.B.B.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.A.C.S.,
F.A.C.S.

Michael Byrne 5278 5500 /
Nigel Wilson 5243 3465 /
Ted Gray 5277 1090 / 0400 720 122
Frank Cunningham 5275 4075 / 0429 316 379

Bruce Ellis
03 5267 3180
0414 683 190

Treasurer

Mick Hoare
03 5250 2673
0428 150 649

Immediate Past President:
Kevin Bate
Newsletter Editor:
Michael Byrne

Your Committee at Work!
The Executive Co mmittee is made up of the President, the two Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer and
the Secretary. The Fu ll Co mmittee consists of the executive and re main ing committee me mbe rs
e xcusing the Minute Secretary. Meets monthly depending on level of business and input required.
A general meeting for all me mbers is held on the second Monday of each month. Venue is norma lly the Gee long RSL 7 for 7.30p m. Usually t ry to fin ish by 9.00 p m to allow so me social d iscourse. Two daytime meetings are usually held throughout the year at venues throughout the Geelong region and advised in our electronic newsletter “ Listen Up” and in The Slouch Hat.
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GEELONG & DISTRICT VIETNAM VETERANS SUB -B RANCH TO CLOSE UP SHOP (eve ntually)
Now that I have your attention lets talk about the need to maintain a strong & vibrant association.
Have you ever noticed how o rganisations gradually lose their “ mo jo” over a period of t ime if the office bearers
aren’t replaced every couple of years? Well, whether you have noticed or not, it is a fact that strong organisations depend on new energy, new ideas and new personnel. Many associations these days have actually applied
a two-year limit on terms of office, pa rticularly of their executive me mbe rs. In the event that me mbers do not
come forward to do take their turn at the helm, there are provisions to wind up the association and distribute its
assets.
Over the years, the Geelong & District Vietnam Vete rans has had a reasonable turnover of people in charge but
the overall co mmittee has altered little. In recent times, however, it has become increasingly hard to get people
to step up to the plate. Some who do have set limits on their term of tenure and have stepped away when their
time is up.
Office holders (and I include all co mmittee me mbers) beco me increasingly tired and less inclined to inject enthusiasm into their work if they see the majority of their fe llow me mbers not becoming involved.
By the a mount of positive feedback that we have received for our events this year, it is
obvious that you appreciate the time and effort that the committee has put into keeping
alive the memories of those that did not return and providing support and assistance to
me mbers in a variety of ways, including recreational activit ies such as yoga, tennis, bushwalking etc and our fundraising e fforts wh ich provide much need operating capita l for the
Veterans Centre.
The GDVVAA AGM will be held in February 2009 and you should be considering now
whether you intend to be involved or not. As you current president my two -year term will
conclude in February and I will not be standing again. Unfortunately, while we have had two
very involved vice-presidents this year; neither took on the role with the intention of stepping
into the president’s position. This is not a critic ism o f those two me mbers but an indication
that they were prepared to help me out when no one else would take on the positions.
Should there be no nominations for the executive and co mmittee positions it will be necessary to call on the VVAA State Branch to assume caretaker control of the association
with the intention of winding up its affairs.
As the oldest, and one of the largest sub-branches in Victoria with almost 200 paid-up me mbers such an outcome is almost hard to imag ine but that is where we a re headed.
If you do have a soft spot for your organisation and can’t bear the thought of closing up shop
right now what can you do to keep it a live, strong and vibrant?
While the day will co me when the VVAA is wound up, that day is not just yet. The matter is due to be d iscussed at the November State Council Meeting and it is possible that a sunset clause might be included in the
State constitution within the ne xt 12 months or so with the possibility of a closure around 2015. In the meantime
it is up to us all to keep our association alive and relevant. You r feedback and co mments are we lco me but
please ensure that any advice includes offers of assistance.
Regards
Mick Mutton
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Caption describing
picture or graphic.

“To catch the
reader's
attention, place
an interesting
sentence or
quote from the
story here.”

Caption
describing
picture or
graphic.

Vietnam Veteran Trekkers
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Regiment Birthday Dinner

“If you need
your gongs
mounted,
please
contact the
secretary
who will
provide
some
names”
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MARCHING. Written by Jenny Phillips

We marched so proudly.
It’s been twenty years.
The people shouted, and through the
tears,
We Kept on marching, straight and proud,
We are the Vietnam Veterans , and now
we’re allowed.
To march through Sydney.
Not be ashamed.
We’re heroes.
We can’t be blamed.
Look at us.

“I hope it never
starts again.

Some are maimed.

That waste of life.

People don’t know how we feel.

Those precious
men”

They don’t know what we saw or had to
do.

The scars inside will never heal

I killed a child and so would you!
When he’s standing there with a loaded
gun.
It’s you or him.
No time to run.
But on we march, my mates and I.
Ever onwards with heads held high.
I hope it never starts again.
That waste of life.
Those precious men

PRES I DENT ’S

REPO RT

PA GE 1

GDVVAA AGM 2009
Our next AGM will be held on Monday 9 February 2009. While notice of the meeting will appear in the Geelong Advertiser around two weeks beforehand, please mark this date in your diary now. The AGM will be one
of the most important meetings held in recent years. Your attendance, or non-attendance, will indicate
whether the organisation is to sink or swim. The meeting will start at 7.30 pm and be held at the Geelong
RSL. All executive office holders will be required to present a brief written report at least one week prior to
the meeting so that they can be collated by the secretary. ALL POSITIONS WILL BE DECLARED VACANT
and members are encouraged to use the nomination form below to indicate their willingness to stand for
office. Nominations should be returned to the secretary or posted to GPO Box 484, Geelong, 3220 in time to
be received by close of business on Friday 6th February 2009..

“To catch the
reader's
attention,
place an
interesting
sentence or

Plug for Yoga Classes (Poor attendance)

quote from
the story
here.”

Christmas Break-up Barbeque 14 Dec
This story can fit 75-125 words.
Selecting pictures or graphics is an
important part of adding content
to your newsletter.
Think about your article and ask
yourself if the picture supports or
enhances the message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting
images that appear to be out of
context.
Microsoft Publisher includes thou-

sands of clip art images from
which you can choose and import
into your newsletter. There are
also several tools you can use to
draw shapes and symbols.
Once you have chosen an image,
place it close to the article. Be
sure to place the caption of the
image near the image.

Caption describing picture or
graphic.
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"Honour The Dead And Fight Like
Hell For The Living"

Honour The Dead And Fight Like Hell For The Living
Disclaimer: the material contained in this newsletter is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is intended to be advice on any particular matter. No person should act on the basis of any matter contained in this newsletter without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon his or her own particular
circumstances. The VVAA, the authors and the editor expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by any such person in
reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part, of the contents of this newsletter.

You may find some errors in this Newsletter. That is in keeping with our policy of having something for everyone

